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illegal . future he had in this
organization and we want him to be
100 percent." In Zimmerman, though,
the Cardinals don't have a player who
once was considered to be the best in
the league at his position. The
Cardinals are trying to figure out how
to move forward without him. When he
plays it's often in a way that leaves
you wondering if the player he is in
2014 is going to be the player he was
last year and the year before.
Zimmerman is a 14-year veteran, a six-
time Pro Bowler and he has five All-
Pro selections. He has made the Pro



Bowl in all but one of his 14 seasons.
He has been a part of two of the most
recent Cardinals playoff teams – the
2006 Cardinal squad that lost to the
Bears in the NFC Championship and
the team that made the 2010 Super
Bowl. "He's missed time, but he's
come back and always been the same,"
Ainge said of Zimmerman. "Whatever
you do, you don't take it away from
him. I think that's been the thing that
makes him successful, is that his
toughness." The Cardinals will be
without Zimmerman for the next four
games but that doesn't mean he's not
going to be involved. He'll back up
Wheeler, Cardinals general manager
Steve Keim said. And when Keim said
that, he meant that Zimmerman is



going to play. "Some days he's going
to play more than others," Keim said.
"You've got to stay in the moment, and
I think that's what he's always done.
He's the consummate pro. He's had
some good days and bad days but he's
been a pro." Keim said the Cardinals
are going to try to get him 20 starts
each year. That means he won't play
very often or be replaced by others
unless something happens. At the
same time the Cardinals don't want
Zimmerman to be a passenger in the
offense. "He's going to have a role and
he's going to be on the field and he's
going to play a role," Keim said. "It's
just not going to be as high a
percentage of the snaps as it was in
the past." The Cardinals spent a draft



pick to get Wheeler and, now, they've
lost Zimmerman. But just as the
Cardinals would have been better off
drafting a quarterback or 04aeff104c
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